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Gatwick Airports proposed mass increase in cargo equals increase 
in emissions, congestion, and noise 
  
If we take the cargo figures from the recent Gatwick Airport publicity for rebuilding 
the emergency runway as a second runway.  Gatwick should be very worrying local 
Crawley residents, authorities, or anyone who uses the only 
arterial road that Gatwick relies on, the M23 (smart road for natural growth in the 
Southeast, not for Gatwick with 2 or 3 runways). Remember that cargo must travel 
by road, as there can be no freight trains at Gatwick, the line being almost at 
capacity with passenger trains. 
  
Gatwick detail that cargo would increase to over 200,000 tonnes with a second 
runway.  That would be the equivalent (using government lorry carriage 
figures*) of over 7,600 three-axle artic lorries.  If we take the next figure of 320,000 
tonnes of cargo by 2038, that could be nearly 12,800 three-axle rigid lorries on the 
roads.  And the last figure is even more frightening, as Gatwick proudly announces 
350,000 tonnes of cargo by 2047, which could add over 46,600 seven-and-a-half 
tonne lorries a year, in addition to the predicted 80.2m passengers. 
  
The traffic forecasts for Gatwick Airport’s plans to rebuild the emergency runway as 
a second runway do not include such vast increases in lorry traffic to and from the 
airport, nor do they allow for the natural growth of traffic in the Southeast that will all 
be seeking to use the same single road, the unsafe smart motorway. 
  
According to Gatwick, the second runway is for short-haul departing 
planes – as such, they will not carry cargo.  The main runway is to be used for 
departures (both short-haul and long-haul) and all arriving traffic.   
  
In 2021, Heathrow has had 2039 cargo flights, Stansted 869, and Gatwick none.  If 
Gatwick is successful in attracting cargo, and it’s a big IF, then the planes 
will fly lower when taking off and landing, due to their weight.  Gatwick already detail 
that Emirates planes do not adhere to noise abatement procedures (as they operate 
their own efficiency settings for landing), which inevitably leads to greater noise for 
local communities. 
  
Gatwick has always aspired to be a cargo airport.  The fact is, as found during the 
Heathrow vs Gatwick Airport Commission research, cargo is not attracted to 
Gatwick.  In January 2014, cargo decreased by 10% at Gatwick; its total was 0.04% 
of the cargo out of Heathrow.  Cargo landing at Gatwick would then have to pass 
two airport cargo hubs, Heathrow, and Stansted, unless it was only heading to the 
Maidstone area. 



  
If we use Heathrow as a working example of a cargo airport the following are extracts 
provide an insight to the traffic and emissions, we can expect to endeavour if Gatwick are 
successful. 
 
“Heathrow also acts as a hub for freight, with cargo movements being made 24 hours a day 
and 365 days a year. These movements are typically made on road by large vehicles such as 
HGV’s, LGV’s and OGV’s and as such require specific road provisions to ensure safe access to 
and from the airport.” So, in fact the number of vehicles used for cargo at Gatwick could be 
a fair bit higher than the figures given for three-axle vehicles by CAGNE’s estimates. .  
 
“Over two-thirds of cargo trips originate from within a five-mile radius of the airport” This is 
never going to happen at Gatwick.  Hence there would be greater impact across a much 
wider area from cargo landing at Gatwick. 
 
“Although freight vehicle trips represent only circa 6% of all Heathrow-related vehicle trips, 
they are estimated to generate around 36% of vehicle-related emissions…While some of 
this freight activity is associated directly with airport operations, for example through 
catering deliveries for flights or the removal of waste, the majority of freight trips are 
associated with the movement of cargo in and out of the airport.”  
 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-lorry-types-and-weights 
 
 
https://www.heathrow.com/content/dam/heathrow/web/common/documents/company/
heathrow-2-0-sustainability/futher-reading/Heathrow-Airport-Travel-Report-2019.pdf 
 
 
 

Est Feb 2014 
www.cagne.org 

cagnegatwick@gmail.com 
#pledgetoflyless 

www.cagnepcforum.org.uk 
Twitter @cagne_gatwick 

Facebook CAGNE 
Instagram @CAGNE 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-lorry-types-and-weights
https://www.heathrow.com/content/dam/heathrow/web/common/documents/company/heathrow-2-0-sustainability/futher-reading/Heathrow-Airport-Travel-Report-2019.pdf
https://www.heathrow.com/content/dam/heathrow/web/common/documents/company/heathrow-2-0-sustainability/futher-reading/Heathrow-Airport-Travel-Report-2019.pdf
http://www.cagne.org/
mailto:cagnegatwick@gmail.com
http://www.cagnepcforum.org.uk/

