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Air Pollution is a concern with Gatwick 2 

“Airfields produce PM2.5 particles that cause serious health conditions. With a 
westerly wind >70% of the time at Gatwick, Crawley, Croydon, and Londoners can 
expect to experience the full fallout of Gatwick’s increased emissions and pollution 
from expansion with 2 runways,” said CAGNE. 

The wind at Gatwick Airport tends to blow from the west, which would 
suggest that any pollution from the Gatwick would travel northeast. So why is the 
Mayor of London still supporting Gatwick Airport’s 2nd runway plans? 

Dr Gary Fuller of Imperial College London leads the team that runs air pollution 
measurement networks in London, the southeast and beyond.   

Dr Gary Fuller takes part in the free Time is Ticking series of virtual webinars 
related to the ramifications of Gatwick expansion plans.  (Thursday 21st October at 
7pm, book here to attend:https://actionnetwork.org/events/talk-three-the-air-that-we-
breathe ) 
“We are very fortunate to have Dr Fuller to join the list of expert speakers, as his 
research of Gatwick airfields and the M23 make worrying findings for local residents 
and London,” said CAGNE 
Dr Fuller led the development of the London Air Quality Network to become the 
largest urban network in Europe, with a solid grounding in air quality measurement 
techniques.  

Gatwick management stated at the recent CAGNE Question Time (October 2021) 
that they pay for air quality to be monitored, but did not explain what they are doing 
about the particles emitted (if anything). 

The London Plan contains several key commitments that the mayor made in his 
election manifesto, including getting London’s air back within legal limits; making 
London a zero-carbon city by 2030; ……and protecting London’s green belt. 
Gatwick’s proposals for a 2nd runway (that the London Mayor is supporting) would 
add 97,000 flights a year on top of the 285,000 (pre-Covid).  Gatwick are proudly 
announcing aspirations for 350,000 tonnes of cargo by 2047, which could add over 
46,600 seven-and-a-half tonne lorries a year, in addition to the predicted 80.2m 
passengers.  The growth in traffic due to Gatwick and the southeast’s natural growth 
is not included in Gatwick’s forecasts, nor is how they intend to reduce the emissions 
from the airfields and roads – with polluting particles from road and airfield blowing 
over London. 

https://actionnetwork.org/events/talk-three-the-air-that-we-breathe
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Recently, the World Health Organisation (WHO) has tightened its global air pollution 
standards.   It was the organisation's first-ever update since 2005.  The WHO 
says that policymakers around the world must use these guidelines to introduce 
policies to improve air quality and reduce the health burden that results from air 
pollution. 
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